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the eyewilncss accounts of
8. Cay 1o recount the grucsome
101 . ouparionses thoy had kept sccrol for
(b mmose than four decades.
il II mmmivm‘iwwum
asduous process, because anti-Gay
¥'s . pesgecution in Germany continued un-
0. shaind wher the war, forcing them o
AL o thels' sexual oricntation — and
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Survivors tell their stories —

Continaed from paye |
the Nuzl regime but as criminaly who
woro pul in campy s woll."

Ax part of u campalgn W ollminao
certain sogments of povgl from Corman
socloty und crowie un “Aryan" race
plond, bluo-oyed hotorvsoxuals, the Ne-
aly, I 1933, significantly expanded Ces-
many's sodomy law, Paragraph 173, 1o
ban all soxual actlvity beiween men,

| including klusing, touching —even

thoughta of sox— with other men.

Afor tho war, Ony men who survived
the concentratlon campa wero denled
repurations from the govemment. Some
wero oven sont back (o prison lo complole
thelr Jull terms. Cermany's §

Court upheld Paragraph 175 In 1957,

“porsecution was ongolng from 1943
10 1969," when Germany finally
the law, Mller sald. “In the 1930 and
19608, thore wau systematio pecsscuion
and police ralds.”

“It was a very roalistic position not 0
come oul, not 1o tell your story, snd 0
bum ull evidonce Mh&uuhdhuhllw
camps wearlng tho plnk trianglo,” ho sald.
"1t was very sirangs for them 10 hide their
wloricy for 40 years, and then suddenly,
pwcglo u:r. ‘We want Lo know',"

w of the men, Friedrich-Paul von
Groszheim, B8, appears with his idontlty
concealed In the film 1o discuss his
experionces, including his castraton In
1938, Toduy, seversl yoars sfer (he
[iim's completion, he has become more
opeti. His siory |s prescnied on 0ne of the
mu:ﬂn'l idenilty cards, which museum
vls uso 10 'follow one Holocsust
victm as thoy traverse the exhiblilon,

Tho throo men recall thelr lives belore
the Nazi takeover in 1933, when the Oay
community was vibrant Ger-
many. Thoy sharo memorios of how they
woro wrreslod uad senl 10 the concenim-
ton campy, and how they managed ko
survive thelr brutwl reatment there,

According 0 Holocaust rescarchers,
Cuys wore trouwicd a8 oulcusts both by the
Nuzls and by othor cump lnmates, They
had the higheat death rute of any group of
camp inmuics, Some sulfered grucsome
eaperimenty that atempled 10 “cuse”
thom of thelr homosexuality,

In the film, one survivor relums W
whut remuin of the Ueatapo secrot police
headquariers in Borlin where he was
Imprisoncd altor hiy urrest. Another vislla
u custle, converted Into a concentrution
W’IH, by Use Nucls, where he was held.

e [1lm's Uilo, We llad A Bly 'A’
Arvund Our Leg, refory W & marklng one
of the men was forced 10 weur [n the
concontation camp.

“In the very beglaning, the murking
wyatem I the concontrution cunp had not
boen developed yor,” Mollor eaplained.
“One of the vicima hid 1o wear & yellow
bund with u letier ‘A" on It around his
log." The leiior swod for “Arschficker”
— " Aus-lucker.”

Mo (il was produced by Hlko Joan-
rond und Joscph Welshaupt, a Corman
Journulist who had already mado a radlo
documentary on Caya In the Holocuust,

Producing the [l proved W be u
throo-yeur wiruggle. Most Corman
wlovislon sations turned down the pro-
Ject. The fimmakers Nnally convinced 8
regionul vation w adopt tho project and
allow them use of studio facilitics.

It waw very dillicult,” Muller said. "It
bocwme [Weishaupt]'s Last, blg project.”

3 von Gros .
Gay Holocsust surviver featured la

the Mm.

The film was shown on the regional
sation In November 1991. Weishaupt
was hosplialized woon thercalter, and died
of complications from ALDS (wo moaths
lader

Muller suid tho film may also become
avallable through the Holocaust Mu-
soum's booksiore and may be shown

aguin mlm:::. uku:l with soveral uu

Vl'ylluh‘llhmmmlwpu-

socution of Oays during the Nuzl Holo-
caust, the fow yoars have
poon 8 break
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*Tho documoniation ls there, bul it has
10 be rescarchod,” Miller said. One major
WMM Iy cstablishing how mapy
Cays in the Holocauat.

10,000 10 50,000 la sull un cstima-
ton," he said. “It could bo that the
pumber ls quite different.”

Moro Guy survivors have come oul 10
woll thelr storlos, Also, reseurchors have

finally gainod uccess 10 matorial hidden

for decados in Russian archivos.

“I'm very optimistic,” Mllor vald. Hia
sulhwwlmuhunmdﬂuhlblﬂu
sl the musoum focusing on Gays lo the
Holocsust. Such an exhibition, he be-
ligves, will be a “landmark.”

Ho called on the Cay communlly W
capross support for tho cxhibldon g
rulse monoy 10 fund the pruject.

“If tho Clay communliy doosn't uppork
It, It doosa't happen,” Miller strossed.
Donatlons may be made w tw US,
Holocaust Musoum, 100 Raoul Wullon-
be% Pl, W, Washingwn, DC 20024-
2150, Aun.: Brondu Fruser. To ldontlly
the donation ws &
communily, wrlio

i from the Quy
code 8014 on

checks,

Frascr suid she capecis the museunt o
sturt @ specinl progmm “within the noxt
theoo months” that will enablo donudorn
W be earmarked for Ony Holocaus
roscarch, For further information call
Frusor ut (202) 458-2002. ¥

The film Wo Hud A Big ‘A" Around
Ouwr Log, screens on Sunday, Dec. 12, al
7 p.m., at the U.S. Holocaust Museum, ai
the corner of 15th 1. & Independence
Ave. Call (202) 488-0458 10 reserve
sealing.




